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Adenike Oladosu, Nigeria
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Adenike Oladosu (year of birth: 1994) is a climate
activist and the initiator of Nigeria's Fridays for Future
movement. She identifies as an eco-feminist. Oladosu’s
activism specialises in issues around gender equity,
security and peacebuilding in Africa, and the Lake Chad
region is a focal area of her work. In December 2019,
Oladosu was the Nigerian youth delegate to the COP25
summit in Spain, where she gave a moving speech on
the impact of climate change on the lives of people in
Africa.
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Vanessa Nakate, Uganda
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Vanessa Nakate (year of birth: 1996) is a climate
activist from Uganda. In January 2019, drawing
inspiration from the Fridays for Future movement, she
and others began to hold strikes and protests outside
the Ugandan parliament. Nakate chairs a campaign for
the protection of the Congo rainforest, and would like to
teach children more about the causes and impacts of
the climate crisis. She is the founder of Youth for Future
Africa and the Rise Up movement, which is also based
in Africa.

In January 2020, Nakate attended the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland. Before distributing a
picture from the event that showed Nakate with a
number of other climate activists, the Associated Press
news agency (AP) cropped it to exclude Nakate, while
leaving all the other activists in. The incident sparked a
debate on racism. Nakate tweeted: ‘You didn't just
erase a photo. You erased a continent.” AP
subsequently apologised to her for cropping the photo.
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Marinel Ubaldo, Philippines Ridhima Pandey, India
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The climate activist Marinel Sumook Ubaldo (year of Ridhima Pandey (year of birth: 2007) is an

birth: 1997) comes from Manila, the capital of the environmental and climate activist from India, known for
Philippines, and is the daughter of a fisherman. launching petitions for climate action to the Indian

She was one of the organisers of her country’s first government and the UN.

youth climate strike. In 2013, Ridhima Pandey became interested in

In November 2013, Typhoon Haiyan (known in the protecting the climate after witnessing devastating
Philippines as Super Typhoon Yolanda) caused floods in the city of Haridwar. At the age of nine, she
devastation, particularly in the Philippines’ lower-lying took a case to India’s National Green Tribunal, calling
regions, with winds of up to 275 km/h and waves that for action to reduce CO2 emissions.

rose to a maximum height of 15 metres. The disaster
killed more than 6,000 people and injured 28,000.
Having experienced the typhoon’s effects at first hand, Wikipedia
Ubaldo continued her climate activism and campaigned

for governments to take action on climate crisis issues.

Ubaldo supports a ban on single-use plastic, reductions

in CO2 emissions and investment in renewable forms of

energy.
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Amariyanna ‘Mari’ Copeny, USA

S

© Hillel Steinberg, CC BY-ND 2.0 (flickr.com)

Amariyanna ‘Mari’ Copeny (year of birth: 2007), also
known as Little Miss Flint, is a youth activist from Flint,
Michigan, best known for raising awareness of a water
crisis that affected her hometown.

At the age of eight, Copeny wrote to the then president
of the US, Barack Obama, telling him about the serious
issues with contamination of the drinking water supply
in her home city of Flint. On 4 May 2016, Obama visited
Flint to gain a first-hand impression of the devastating
effects of the lead-contaminated water on the local
population.
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Helena Gualinga, Ecuador
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Sumak Helena Sirén Gualinga (year of birth: 2002) is an
Indigenous Ecuadorian climate and human rights
activist. Helena Gualinga grew up in the Ecuadorian
Amazon, and campaigns for the rights of the region’s
Indigenous population and for the conservation of the
rainforest.

Her activism began in 2012, when the Sarayaku
Indigenous community filed a successful lawsuit
against Ecuador’s government before the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights in Costa Rica. Helena
Gualinga is her village's youngest spokesperson. Her
work seeks to protect the climate and prevent the
exploitation of the Amazon rainforest, which is under
dual threat from the effects of global heating and
increased flooding and from deforestation by major
businesses drilling for oil.
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India Logan-Riley, Aotearoa (New Zealand)
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India Logan-Riley, a climate activist from New Zealand.
Aotearoa is the Maori name for New Zealand.

India is a member of her country’s Indigenous Maori
community, and her activism focuses on the rights of
Indigenous peoples.

In 2017, following conversations India had engaged in at
the UN Climate Conference, she founded Te Ara Whatu,
a climate activism initiative led by young Maori people,
that campaigns internationally at UN climate
conferences and works nationally for the inclusion of
Indigenous perspectives in New Zealand's climate crisis
planning.
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Neeshad Shafi, Qatar
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Neeshad V. Shafi, a climate activist in Qatar, is an active
member of the Arab Youth Climate Movement Qatar,
which campaigns for increased awareness of the
climate crisis in the Arab world and for political action
to tackle it.

In Qatar, Neeshad works to put the climate crisis on the
public agenda and represent young people’s interests in
this context. He has taken part in a number of climate-
related summits and other international conferences.
One of his key aims is to encourage the active
involvement of young people from the Global South in
the worldwide movement against climate change.
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